
I have been working with Anna E. Ross for this assignment – interviewing young people 

for the influence of media in their lives. Anna has had direct interviews with two young 

people from different age; the first one was 4
th
 grader (10 years old – male) and the 

second one was 11
th
 grader (17 years old – female). Compared to Anna, I myself had all 

the interviews by phone-mode. The first subject of my interview was 3
rd
 grader (10 years 

old-male) and the second subject was 9
th
 grade (14 years old – female). From the 

interviews that we had conducted, there are several things to be highlighted in terms of 

the propensity of using technology between younger children and older children. Below 

are several highlights from the four interviews categorized by age (younger and older 

children): 

Younger Children (3
rd
 grader and 4

th
 grader  

males) 

Older children/teenagers 

(9
th
 grader and 11

th
 grader -females) 

- safety assurance is the priority for 

parents – fully monitored 

- Mostly the kids said they don’t know 

the step of the safety 

- internet makes them feel secure 

- mostly conducted activities are research 

(doing homework), playing games, and 

watching movies 

- Both are using APPLE  

- Both are not too dependent on internet  

- Video camera/digital camera and PS3 

- Both teenagers said that parents are 

concern about their safety but not as 

being fully-monitored 

- Mostly teenagers know the basic 

step of safety on the internet 

- One said that she is not sure about 

feeling safe, one said she is sure. 

- Both teenagers said listening to 

music, browsing, chatting are more 

interesting than playing games 

- Both teenagers use computer to do 



are other forms of technology used in 

daily basis 

- They must do homework first to have 

their parents’ consent using computer 

or internet 

- There is a significance span for the use 

of the computer and internet within one 

week (average). One kid spends 4 hours 

a day – average for 28 hours a week; 

the other kid spends average for 5 hours 

50 minutes a week 

- Both have understanding that their 

parents usually use computer and 

internet for work 

- The source of information about 

technology is seen as how often 

someone uses technology. In this case, 

one kid asks his brother a lot because 

he sees him get in touch more with 

technology; the other kid asks his 

mother a lot because his mother gets in 

touch with it more often. 

- Reading (spelling, words), history, 

more advanced tasks and application 

(editing and manipulating pictures, 

graphic design) 

- Both said that they are not being too 

dependent with internet but said 

internet help them to be more 

communicative 

- Cell Phones, game consoles, digital 

camera, pocket dictionary are other 

forms of technology used in daily 

basis (more various than younger 

kids) 

- Teenagers spend more hours using 

technology (one said 26,5 hours per 

week, other said more than 5 hours a 

week for academic, countless hours 

for listening music and 

entertainment 

- Both teenagers know more about 

their parent’s specifications of using 

technology related to work. They 

can explain what kind of tasks that 

their parents do with computer. 



geography and games are the most 

frequent activities utilizing 

computer/internet� internet makes 

them more visually and interactively 

interested for them 

- Both children have the assumption that 

the efficacy of technology is about 

multitasking functions of it. For 

example, while they are doing research, 

they can directly type, finding 

references or even browse something 

else all at once. 

- Both said that they have limited access 

using internet/computer in the 

classroom – only if teachers let them 

- Both said that their teachers know more 

about technology than they do 

- As digital natives, they see the past 

(where their parents didn’t use one) as 

difficult time and boring. 

- Teenagers are more able to trouble 

shoot if they have problems using 

technology (e.g. reading instruction, 

manual guides). Other than that, 

both teenagers said that they look up 

for their father if they have problems 

(probably because they see that their 

father does more complex activity 

than their mother) 

- Writing and designing are the tasks 

where technology is being used 

effectively for teenagers 

- Recommendation is made based on 

what teenagers feel as a need and 

depends on the environment where 

she uses technology. One said that 

she doesn’t need to develop 

technology more other than just 

using it. The other said since her 

school implements technology more 

for classroom process (smartboard, 

e-books, etc), she feels that those are 

good recommendations to offer. 



- Both said that they know more about 

technology than their teachers. 

  

From the highlights of the interviews about, we come to the gist on the use of the 

technology and their impact. Mostly, younger children (especially male) prefers to active 

activity such as playing games, while older teenagers prefer to exploration of more 

complex tasks and enjoy more the music. The application and tasks conducted by 

utilizing technology/computer for younger children is simpler than the teenagers. 

Although parents have concern about safety, younger children mostly are being fully 

supervised while teenagers have more freedom. Compared to self confidence using 

technology, younger children still feel that their teachers know more about it than them 

while teenagers feel more confident by saying that they know more about it than their 

teachers. When asked about their parents activities using technology, younger children 

prefers to simplify it as “work” while teenagers can describe more about this work such 

as emailing, marketing, communication, security. The effect of the internet among 

younger children is not a dependency because they said that they can still play outside 

with their friends while for teenagers (even though they said that they are not dependent 

much), technology/internet gives the ability to be more communicative.   

 


